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CHAPTER X.
MI5S ELVIRA'S WAY AND THE COLONELS
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“Den Mawse Nick, he ain’t gwan tetch
dishver monay, I fo'ses ilat plain,” com-
mandaed old Gilbert. *“Hit is cur'ous, de
likeness de is in fambilies, Dere's Mis-
gle-virey, jest ex sall en’ jest ezoasy; but
ghe kin be jest ez unconditioned en' ez
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plain.”
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or le=s, but he had nointention of soiling
his hands with the blood of one so much
beteath him He did not sult Mrs,
Thorne; whut purpose shouwld he do
0y, in made up his mind? If

sald be & suit for breach of con-
of course hie himsell would defray

baxt did not wish any dis-
cussion of t ; ha CLs-
tomed to give orders and to be obeyed,
and Furnival must go,

The away in the early
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was just rising. and work had barely
began, when he entered the gate at Mrs,
Thorne’s place.
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Thus Tol. Thorne hid Lad Li= war;
¥et, in spita of it, he felt beatan, and he
rode homeward, moody and bitter, with
a dejectad head.

CHAPTER XI.
MISS ROXANNA MAKES UP HEZ MIND,

viLand alive! Niek: Thorne!™

With the hot blood of the Thornes surgs
ing in his veins, Nicholas left his father's
houss, réckless of the driving rain; and
when the rain ceased, at dawn, he had
come to that sorry little unpainted houss,
in the corner of the field, on the edge of
Eden, his horse flecked with foam, him-
self drenched with the storm.

A bird was singing in the blooming
elder bush that grew near one of the
windows; it was Dosia’s window, that
looked toward Leon county. There
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| she had been sent to visil & relation Sz
| miles distant, just two days before Mrs.
Furnival died. '“Whu— what? ghe
gasped. Then, under strong conviction,
siie lifted her rightarm straight—it near-
Iv touched the lintsl—and said, with
strong emphasis, “1'll bet my ultimate
picayune the colonel ain't consentin',”

“Never you mind the colonel™ said
Nicholus, shortly. I must see Dosia.”

Dosia hud heard his voice; she came
out into the little entry that divided the
rooms, and stood there, pale and trem-
Ll]l.n\

“Dosia! Dosin!” cried Nicholas, wild-
Ir, a5 he pushed past the demoralized
gpinster; and the next instant she was
in his arms,

“Dosia,” said Miss White, hoarselr,
“vyou're a cawnsistent member of the
Methodis’ ehu'ch, an” so for fo'th ez I
| know, you sin’t had naire a fall from
grace; ef vou say hil's true that ve air
| married. ez he tells—beside Cousin Man-

dy’s bed o' death—1'l] believe 1.

2 |- true,” snid Dosia, with smiles

and tears and blushes.

Miss White picked up ber broom and

went o sweeping oif the porch, She
made two comments mentally, one in
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reference to Dosin's mother, the other to | «

Dosia’s father: **She must a-turned plum’
fool befo' she died;” and, “he's got ‘em
to tote,

Nicholas and Dosia siat down on the
long wooden bench that constituted the
only furmsh of the little passage
Miss White, glancing over her shoulder,
saw them thers, and she mumediately

! glnmmed the front door.

“Yon've been in the rain,”
Bocustomed all her life to con
“How wet your ¢lothes are!
have ridden ail night.”

I did,” Nicholas answered, with a
dark frown; then, with 8 burst of bitter
laughter: *“ Have yon any clothes, Dosin®
1 don't know thut I have any. unless ['ve
laft a few seattering about Sunrise plan-
tm.u n that 1 may luy cladm to.”

“Your father has”"—Duosin faltered,

My father has"— responded Nicholas,
indicating with a wave of his hand that
words would express the sentence
passed upon him.
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*1 huve done you a grent wrong,”™
whispered.

“You've dona yours i a
it muv be, dear heart,” said
“But at least we Lave each other, Oh,
Dosin! Dosia! my wifé! 1f they only
kuew you, Doeia, my saint! There is
nobody like vou. You had faith in me,
and you saved me, Compared with you,
what are they all? Hendeforth 1 live only
for you. v, Missy @lone"— Le fal-
tered. “‘Poor luhs sisper! she has not
PRST IOE | How uhm:nqd w me, through

'the rainy darkness, to take her with me!
I seemixd to henr her every mile of the
war! I'in *an exile from home," and all
that, yvouknow. Ah, no, no!” heams
ed, quuck is Dosin sobbwd alond, “Hov
conld 1 say that, my
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love me; say you believe in me!’

And Dosia looked : him. She did not
speak, but she smiled throngh her tedrs;
and then she drew away from him and
Foss,

“You are going to pray over the *situ-
ation,” Dosis, you Enow you are] my

utiful saint!” cried Nicholas, with a
smile of reverent wdnmiration.

“] am going to find

| father's clothies,” said Dosia

“(rood wife! You are better than any
fortune,” Nicholus Jeclared; and he
lmughed. He was very happy, in spito
of the “situation.

Miss White Lad finished sweeping and
Ieft the porcii. She had no grace of
munner, but she was by no means de-
vold of grice of hinrt Thatr tius
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liad po thought of refusing Job Furnival,
whien the time should come, and she was
entirely willing to spend hersel! in help-
ing 1o take care of the young
couple. She had slammed the door, not
in wruth, but solely by way of givi
them to understund that she meant t
leave them untrammelsd enjovment o
Fool's Paradise; aod she now oon-
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ber broom. but went round
wn to get Nicbiolas 4 cup of

gaiid Nicholas,
= i wmy
sl these,

she

great wrong,
Nicholas.

dearest and  best?
Drosin, Dosin, look
by o3 o= H.l}"}u'.i

Lome,

verileiess,

foolish

g

)
£
L

“Ho's next do' to a fool, 1T deem,”
grumbled she; ““but that ain’t no reqson
why he should perish unto iy hans: 'n
if he don't git somethin' bot inside him,
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“I've brought you yoar pass, Gilbert,”
she panted; “‘and some provisions. You
are to refurn te-morrow and bring word,
¥ou know. Be sure you put some pro-
vender in the cart forthe ox.” That cue
of the Thorne Hill oxen sbould be fed
from the Furnival corn crib was ignom-
in¥ not 10 bz endured, -

“I'gwan do dat!™ old Gilbert assured
her. He held the same views that Miss
Elvira held in rogard to the fesding of
the Thorne Hill oxen; and furthermore,
he thought, 1= gwan resk old Brandy
on mouldy nubbins:”

“And, Gilbert,” said Miss Elvira, com-
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if what she had to say was an afte
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fancy to—amything in the basket, you
needn’t bring back the jars.”
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